Disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) and non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC): report of a case and review of the literature.
The clinical manifestation of disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) as paraneoplastic phenomenon is common in patients with lung cancer (especially in those with non small cell lung cancer).Surprisingly, only few data have been published on the prevalence of this phenomenon. Herein we present the case of a patient with metastatic giant-cell carcinoma of the lung complicated by DIC leading the patient to death. We also review the literature regarding the incidence, the pathogenesis and the therapy of DIC in NSCLC. As more effective therapy for lung cancer becomes available and patients live longer, DIC can be expected to be encountered more frequently. Because of this fact clinicians should be alert to the occurrence of such clotting disorders and should be familiar with their diagnosis and management.